Growing Together in the Way of Jesus

Maybe life is just carrying news. Surviving to carry the news.
Maybe we have just one message, and it is delivered to us when
we are born and we are never sure what it says; it may have
nothing to do with us personally but it must be carried by hand
through a life, all the way, and at the end handed over, sealed.
― Paulette Jiles, News of the World
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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

December 20, 2020 Fourth Sunday of Advent

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
Noël “Puer nobis nascitur”

N. le Bègue

ADVENT LITURGY
Reader 1: O God, we light the fourth candle of Advent.

The Foxes

PRELUDE

(The candle is lit.)
Reader 2: We hear your angel Gabriel and witness the faith of Mary. Fill us with
your grace and light.
Reader 1: We recall the times we have struggled but said yes. We know times
when God has filled us and our world with blessing. We remember...
Reader 2: Mary was a young, strong, spiritual woman. Even though her life was
not easy, she heard God's voice and said yes. Her song was a prayer that would
uplift others. Her lyrics shattered the proud and called the world to change. She
would bear within her the Light of the World. This Advent, we respond to God's
beckoning to us as well.
Reader 1: Revealing God, visit us and fill us with your Spirit. Bring your good
news to life within us. Give us courage to be still and know you, that we might
carry your light into the injustices and brokenness of this world. Amen.
HYMN

 O Come, All Ye Faithful
(verses 1, 3, & 4)

Please note that today’s hymns are included at the end of the bulletin. Thank you!

UNISON PRAYER OF APPROACH & CONFESSION
Holy One, we have come!
The faithful and those who occasionally have trust issues,
The courageous and those who find fear and anxiety
Keeps them from doing the work of love,
The openhearted and those who cling to resentments
And never feel they have enough.
We have come, recognizing that we are a mixture of these traits.

Liz Pruchnicki

Never as devoted as we believe ourselves to be in our grandiosity,
Never as inept or unloveable as we deem ourselves in our moments of shame.
We come because we’ve caught wind of the news
That Your love comes to turn the world and our lives upside down.
We give thanks for the Gospel truth that this is so.
And we bring You ourselves—all of our selves—
Trusting that you lift up the lowly
And you will cast down our false pride.
SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Leader:
Hear the sound of love poured out.
(The baptismal font is filled. As Christians, we are united in community through the
waters of Baptism. Water is poured as a reminder that God claims, forgives, and
renews us to live out God’s love as a community of faith.)

Leader: O Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouths will declare Your praise.
Leader: Praise the Lord.
People: The Lord’s name be praised.
ADVENT RESPONSE
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.
MOMENT FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES

 Sarah Sherman

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD



ANTHEM

Welcome to Our World

Rev. Strednak Singer

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE 
SERMON

Chris Rice

Luke 1:26-56 

Rev. Strednak Singer

“Favored with News for the World”

Rev. Fulp-Eickstaedt

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
HYMN OF RESPONSE

O Little Town of Bethlehem
(verses 1, 2, & 4)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Rev. Strednak Singer

MESSAGE FROM OUR HYPOTHERMIA PREVENTION TEAM
THE GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 OFFERTORY
There’s a Song in the Air
ADVENT DOXOLOGY
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, your praises bring!


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION
God, teach us to share Your grace, we pray!
With gratitude and joy,
We share these lives You have given us
In the way that we steward our time, talent, and treasure.
Hear our thanks, Giver of Grace!
HYMN OF SENDING

K. Harrington

Liz Pruchnicki

   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

CHARGE & BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Postludio Pastorale

L. Bottazzo

For weekly announcements, please consult your Friday E-Presence! Don’t receive the E-Presence?
Contact office@ipcmclean.org to be placed on the mailing list.

