Growing Together in the Way of Jesus

“For true repentance there must be change. Remember
when it comes-the flash, the insight- that it’s only the
beginning.”
― Donald Friedman, The Hand Before the Eye
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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Second Sunday of Advent

December 6, 2020

 PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
PRELUDE

Fugue sur l’hymne de la Vierge, Ave Maris Stella

J. Dandrieu

ADVENT CANDLE-LIGHTING LITURGY
The Bracken Family
Reader 1: O God, we light the second candle of Advent.
(The second candle is lit.)
Reader 2: We seek your comfort. Both mighty and tender, you come to us.
Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you.
Reader 1: Isaiah announced God's coming to a people exiled in a broken and
parched wilderness. He declared that God's redemption would make a highway
in the desert and change the rough places into plain. God would come as a
shepherd—feeding, leading, and cradling the weary flock. This Advent, we seek
such a God.
Reader 2 :Saving God, look upon your world and heal your land and your people.
Prepare us to be changed. This Advent, teach us to be tender and just, as you
are. Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 Please note that today’s hymns are included at the end of the bulletin.

#96

*UNISON PRAYER OF APPROACH AND CONFESSION
Liz Pruchnicki
Holy One, in this Advent season
We hear John the Baptist crying out
Prepare the Way of the Lord!
We hear the prophet Joel calling us
To return to You with our whole hearts,
And we know that this is how we make ready
For the coming of Christ.
So we turn today and bring before You
Our whole selves:
The good intentions we have not followed through on
And the ones we have.
The ways we have harmed neighbor, nature, and our own selves
And the ways we have been of help.
We bring before You our greed and resentment,
Our willful ignorance and our protection of privilege,

And our sense, deep inside, that we were made for more
Than we settle for.
We turn again to You and ask that You continue to transform us
More and more into what You have called and redeemed us to be.
SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Leader:
Hear the sound of love poured out.
(The baptismal font is filled. As Christians, we are united in community through
the waters of Baptism. Water is poured as a reminder that God claims, forgives,
and renews us to live out God’s love as a community of faith.)
Leader: O Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouths will declare Your praise.
Leader: Praise the Lord.
People: The Lord’s name be praised.
ADVENT RESPONSE
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.
Sarah Sherman

MESSAGE FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
THE GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY
Winter Snow

Audrey Assad

Rev. Kluttz, soloist

ADVENT DOXOLOGY
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, your praises bring!
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
PRAYER OF DEDICATION & ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
SERMON

 Rev. Strednak Singer

Joel 2:12-13, 28-29, Luke 11:13
“Where Do We Turn?”

Rev. Fulp-Eickstaedt

SEALING OF THE WORD IN COMMUNION
THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Rev. Kluttz & Rev. Strednak Singer

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
You are invited to share bread and juice or wine in your home. Together we
remember that God's table knows no boundaries and that we are
connected through this meal to one another and to saints across time and
space.
Divinum Mysterium

COMMUNION MUSIC

Rev. Strednak Singer

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
HYMN OF SENDING 

Plainsong

Creator of the Stars of Night

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Fughetta on “Veni Emmanuel”

B. Wilhour

For weekly announcements, please consult your Friday E-Presence!
Don’t receive the E-Presence?
Contact office@ipcmclean.org to be placed on the mailing list.

“Creator of the Stars of Night”
Conditor alme siderum translated by J.M. Neale (1818-1866)

Creator of the stars of night,
Thy people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, thou Savior of us all,
We pray thee, hear us when we call.

To thee the travail deep was known
That made the whole creation groan,
Till thou, Redeemer, shouldest free
Thine own in glorious liberty.

When the old world drew on toward night,
Thou camest, not in splendor bright
As monarch, but the humble child
Of Mary, blameless mother mild.

At thy great name exalted now
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow;
And things celestial thee shall own,
And things terrestrial, Lord alone.

